CHRIST'’S MISSION AND TEAMMATES
February 1, 2026 (Rock Island Campus)

Primary Text: Mark 1:14-20 NLT

Big Idea: When Jesus announces the Kingdom, He calls ordinary people to
respond immediately, follow Him completely, and trust Him to redefine their lives.

HOW DOES JESUS ANNOUNCE HIS KINGDOM, AND WHAT DOES FOLLOWING
HIM TRULY REQUIRE OF US?

1. The is announced in a world.

e Jesus begins His ministry:
o Mark anchors Jesus’ ministry in real-world tension: “after John was
arrested.”
o The Kingdom does not wait for ideal conditions.
o God's work advances even when God'’s servants suffer.

CORE APPLICATION: The Gospel moves forward even when circumstances feel
like setbacks.

2. The is a call to and

e Jesus’ message:
o Jesus' first sermon in Mark is short, direct, and urgent.
o “The time has come” — God's decisive moment has arrived.
o Repentance and belief are inseparable responses to the Kingdom.

CORE APPLICATION: The kingdom demands a response, not just admiration.

3. The of Jesus interrupts life.

e Jesus calls the first disciples:
o Jesus calls fishermen in the middle of their workday.
o He does not wait for them to come to Him—He goes to them.
o Following Jesus always disrupts routine and comfort.

CORE APPLICATION: Jesus calls people as they are, but He never leaves them
as they were.

4. Following Jesus requires and obedience.

* Disciple's response:
o “At once” — Mark’s language of urgency returns.
o Nets, boats, and family are left behind.
o Delay is not treated as neutrality—it is absence of obedience.

CORE APPLICATION: Delayed obedience is disobedience in Mark’s Gospel.

5. Jesus redefines and

¢ “l will make you fishers of people:”
o Jesus does not merely recruit helpers—He reshapes identity.
o “I will make you” emphasizes transformation, not self-effort.
o Mission flows from relationship, not skill.

CORE APPLICATION: Following Jesus means receiving a new purpose rooted in
His mission.

Unless otherwise noted, today's Scripture is from the New Living Translation [NLT].
Check out this message and other recent messages online at heritageqc.com/watch.
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