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Good TRUTH from a bad EXAMPLE.  
 
 
 

Luke 16:1-8a 
Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of 

wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear 
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be 

manager any longer.’ 
 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away 
my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll 
do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 

 
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’ 6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four 

hundred and fifty.’7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’  
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill  

and make it eight hundred.’ 
 

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because  
he had acted shrewdly. 

 
 

 

Decisions made TODAY always have ripple for TOMORROW.  
 
 
 

Luke 16:8b-9 
For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than 

are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

 
 



Luke 12:33 
Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that 
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys.  
 

 

Matthew 25:34-36 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by  

my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
 
 

 

Faithfulness with what we have NOW influences what we can be 
entrusted with NEXT.  

 
 
 

Luke 16:10-12 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and  

whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 

riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, 
who will give you property of your own? 

 
 
 

What we PURSUE reveals what we LOVE. 
 
 
 

Luke 16:13 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 

or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve  
both God and money.” 

 
 
 

 

Use what you cannot KEEP to gain what you cannot LOSE.  
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 
the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes 
. 
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“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep  

to gain what he cannot lose.” 
Jim Elliot 



 

How to start a relationship with God: 

 
 

1) Admitting that you, like everyone else, are in need of rescue.  
2) Asking God to forgive your sins. 
3) Saying YES to God by trusting Jesus as Savior & Lord.  

 
 

You can do that right now by simply talking to God in a prayer like this:   
 

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness.  
I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. Today, I receive you 
as my Savior; and I put my faith in you as my LORD. Help me to look to you 

and follow you all the days of my life. In Your name, Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For Further Reflection:   
 
:: What has been the most significant truth for you out of our “Parables Of Jesus” 
conversations so far? How has that truth changed the way you interact with God 
and/or other people? 
 
:: Share an example where you or someone around you learned a good truth 
from observing a bad example?  
 
:: Read/Review this week’s parable [Shrewd Manager - Luke 16:1-13] 
     :: Take time to explore this parable using: observe-interpret-apply. 
     :: What do you most/least identify with? Why? 
     :: What does this parable reveal to you about God/yourself? 
 
:: Pastor Justin said, “Faithfulness with what we have now influences what we 
can be entrusted with next.”  
     :: How does this influence how you see what Jesus requires of His followers? 
     :: How have you seen this truth play out in your life or someone else’s? 
     :: What are practical implications for how we live on a daily basis? 
 
:: What is one way that Holy Spirit is asking you to respond to this weekend’s 
conversation?  
 
:: Ask at least one person to pray for you & encourage you as you do it. 
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