Questions for God
Who is Jesus?

Opinions
A great teacher...A great heretic...A great prophet...
...A great legend...A great Savior/God himself.
Options to Guide our Discussion.
-Prophecy
48 major Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah
-Miracles
-The Resurrection
Our Approach Today
Question One: Who did Jesus think he was?
e Consider the Authority he claimed. Mark 2:5-11
v. 5 When he saw their faith he said, "Son your sins are forgiven."
He did things only God could do.
e Consider the Title he used. Mark 2:10 +
THE SON OF MAN
Why didn't he use the title "Son of God"?
-He did (Matthew 16:15-17 & Mark 14:61-62)
-Jewish people avoided saying "God"

-Jews saw themselves as "sons of God"

-"Son of Man" sent a massive signal
(see Daniel 7:13)

*Consider the "Code Word" we miss. John 8:56-59

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, | am!”



See Exodus 3:13-15
e The name God called himself: "l AM"

e The name God is to be called: "Yahweh/Jehovah" (Literally: HE
IS)

e Consider the Worship he accepted.

John 20:26-29

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you!” " Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe.” *® Thomas said to him, “My Lord and
my God!” % Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Question Two: Who is Jesus to me?

John 20:29-31

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” % Jesus
performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not recorded in this book. ** But these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.

What does it mean to believe?

e To see Jesus as God and to entrust yourself to him as your only
hope for salvation.

e To see Jesus as God and to submit yourself entirely to his
directions (obey).

So What?

Believe & Obey "Believe" & hold back Be good but not yet believe
Choose not to believe
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Now What? Resources for Reflection & Growth

John said, "No matter what your opinion about Jesus, it is a question of
faith." What do you think he meant by that?

The first biographies of Alexander the Great were written more than 400
years after his death and are considered accurate. The first biographies
of Jesus were written within 30 years of his death yet some people
guestion their reliability. Why do you think people do that? (If you want
to do an informative but quick study of the reliability of the Gospel read
chapters 1 & 2 in The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel)

There are 48 major prophecies about the Messiah in the Old Testament.
The chances of them all being fulfilled, by chance, in one person are one
in a trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion,
trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion trillion. Some of them would clearly be
beyond personal control (place of birth, time frame of birth, manner of
betrayal, type of death, resurrection, etc.) Believing that Jesus is the
fulfillment of God's plan is not a simple-minded decision. What is the
difference between "blind faith" and "informed faith"?  (For more on the
topic of prophecy see The Case For Christ by Lee Strobel, chapter 10 or
Evidence That Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell).

Read Mark 2:5-11. Jesus seems to deliberately provoke the religious
leaders by forcing them to redefine their opinion about him. Think about
yourself. How have your opinions about Jesus changed over your
lifetime? Did anything in this sermon cause you to rethink Jesus?

Read Exodus 3:13-15. Then read John 8:58. Jesus called himself, "I
AM." Here are seven passages of scripture where Jesus used "l AM"
language. Read each of them and think about what you think he might
have been trying to say.
John 6:35 John 8:12 John 10:7-9 John 10:11, 14
John 11:25 John 14:6 John 15:1 & 5

Which of these stands out the most to you? Which gives you hope?
Which causes you concern?

Consider the question John posed toward the end of the sermon, "What
does it mean to "believe"? He gave two thoughts in answer to that.

* The first thought had to do with trusting in Christ for salvation.
Most people, when asked what it takes to go to heaven, think the answer
is to be a good person. Read Ephesians 2:8-9 to see what the Bible says
about that.

* Now read Ephesians 2:10. Also read John 14:23-24. What is
the result of being a "believer"? What do you think Jesus would say to
someone who claimed to be a "believer" but chose not to be an
"obeyer"?

Where are you in relationship to truly being a "believer"?

Next week we talk about heaven. What do you think heaven will be like?



